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Boomerang kids

YOU THOUGHT THEY HAD MOVED OUT FOR GOOLT NOT ALWAYS

BY CLAIRE LANDES ALTSCHULER

When Barbara Bush's daughter
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temporary, Bush suggested the move

imviting the conple and their mew
baby daughter, Lilly, 1o stav with her
dharing the heat of summer, Th
Cmlidnrms

oW |||||!!': FLye ar-e0ma Ve g

-
ipartment 6 a nelghborng

R
LY

| i u '

Barbara Bush, daughter Kim and
granddaughier Lilly in Bush's
suburban Mew York home. Kim and
her tamily moved back in for & whils.

and the heat was unbearable

But what began as & short-terin
sty in Bashs seven-bedroom home in
New York's Westchester County has
sircichod into months, The Caldarss
Isepan looking for a house, and the

search proved difficualt =t contracts



fell through before they fimally bought
1 o, Kbm amd Tom have sold their
apartment and will move into ther
niew oniee thie I-pri.n}'_

Bush, wha was separated from her
hushand two VRS A0, M h.l.l.rll;.:
her dasghter hack home was & good
expericnce overall. "It was just nboe to
have the company,” she say=. And she
feels fortunnte to hove had the
chance o spend so much time with
her Er.\nn_‘ld.ul.l:.:lﬂq'r. *She vk with me
frovini the start. 8% greal g

All acrozs the country, empiy nesis
are filling up again. Acconding toa
recent AARP study, 28 percent of
haly boomers have had an adul
child move back home. The reasons
adult children return home vary, bul
debis, unemplovment and divores are
the most comimon,

."||1|:|Ii.'I'1I|R]I. ey is msde of the
challenges so-called “boomerang
kigde" ereate (disrupting thelr parents’
ruistines o imposing financial bug-
dens), a tempsorany move can be an
opportunity to improve relationships
In thie best circimstances, CAPETLS
sy, living together again can give
family membsers a chance to kaow
each other as adulis. And, when rules
ind expectations are iroped oot
beforehand, the cxperienoe may fos-
ter greater closencss,

1€ wou asked the parents, most
worlel b fiirly positive about having
their clalbren back home,” savs
William Acquilino, associafe professor
af human developrment and fnmily
studies ut the Universty of Wisooaisan,
“Ax long ns parenis see that thr adilt
elilldren are making progress,” either
by furthiering their edlucation or lnok-
ing for works most parents accept the
miwe, he s,

O evurse, not all families do as
well as Bush and the Caldaras,
Tensions arise when parents and chil-
dren regress into outdated roles or
clith aver privacy sscues. Adult chil-
dren who have spent time—often

vears—on their own .|-|'|l.| ATE ACcClas-
tomed to independence may bristle
when questioned about their habits.
And parents who finally had their
home to themsehes moy resent v
imjg o share it agatn,

The kev 1o success, experis say, is
anticipating problenes wnd discussing
expectations ahead of time. [ssucs
Like privacy (fior both piurent and
chibdy, divishon of cliores wnd expect-
el fimancial contribartion: such ns
rent should be addressal in advance,

Parents and children should work
auf “what rights the adult child has
{and) what is legitimate for the par-
ent o expect, savs Larry Bumpass,
professor emeritus of sociology ot the
Undversity of Wisennsin. ]!rql:il:i:llg
children to do thelr own enaking and
[.1'||I'||1T:|'1'I|||'|I|'|.—|- that |'-.'|.1'|.'|:l~. aren't
furced hack inte old caregiver mies,

When Barbara Martine: and her
ot voanig sons meved back home
ufter hor divoree in 2000, her wid-
owedd father expected ber to clean her
room and make ber bed every day,
Murtines, a apccesthul business-
wopn, says that, st first, this made
her fivel like a child ogabn. Bt she
respected her father's rules and even
grew to appreciate her new habits,

Jeffrey Jensen Arnett, author of
“Emerging Adulthood: The Winiding
Honed from Late Teens through the
Terenties,” says for many ynung
adulis, mwving back home “makes it
easler to become fully independent
b paise ot ey allanw them to save
sarme fwney and gel some extra edu-
cakion or training that will enable
them to get a better joh,

And parents can benefit, too
Martines, who has sinee remarricd
and tives near her father, says, “There
wiks 20 maneh good that came out of”
livinyg with him again, Mot only did
they grow closer, bui her father also
got i know his grandsons, Moving
hack homa '|1|.'|pﬂ| e, bast it was
also good for Dad,” she says
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